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Ali: Refinery investment
must be wable, sustamable

Guyana's President Dr Irfaan Al says his
counlry s concentrating on buidiog oul i
e infrastrisciiure and b will only be able
o make in assessmen on the Petorin re-
finery when the discussion comes up.

He was speaking to Guandian Medis in an
imterview on the sidefings of the Global Bi-
adiversily Aliance Summil tking place in
Grorgelow.

His comments came a day after Katural
Heswarces Mimister YVickram Hhasrat, told
Guardian Media no discusion with T&T will
take place regarding the énecgy sector until
alter Guyna'd general election scheduoled
Ior Septemmber 1.

Howeser, on Wednesday evening, All was
alamunt his plans lay with Nocthern Brasil.

“We heye najor plans here with the gac
o shore project coming on stream. We are
lotking a1 the opporunity ol megrating
Narthern Hraedl with Guvana to have a got-
e platiorm and a supply plaform foe all as-
pecits of relined procducts. Then we also have
e gad, We'll be albde po be o major suppiss
ol alrmnst ol of the reguiremens for the re-
gion anad Northern Bruedl,” All sakd.

He aclded: 5o, we are buasy boilding ot
an infrastructiene here that will suppart the
reghan and suppart Morthern Brozil, That is
what we are concentrating am, [ amd when
such & dicusson of propasal comes our
wary, we'll be ina beter position b make an
3 s im Bl

Bharrat coenfirmed in an nlerview on

Wednesday that Minister of Esergy and
Energy Indusiries, O Roodal Mooilal,
reached out to him via a ketler seeking dis-
ClsEinns.

Hirweyer, Al is slamant that whailever in-
weslmeids Guyana niakes in the enengy sec-
tor mast be viable.

He lurther adeded, *1 can ey we have not
il tha discussion rigght mo (oh parineting
with T&T 10 redpen the relineryh. Of conerse,
we v discustions with every mambaer ol
Carcom on bow we can advance develop-
minl, hinw we can look al wayd in by e
Enprove our relatienship and expand gco-
riomis eppartunity. Bul everyihing mist be
wiable. Whatever you invesit in or whalever
partoership vou build must be one that is
bkt Gn sustainability, viahiliny, one that i
built on public good.”

The Guyanese president says they mos
idso look at haw the busines of relining las
revolintioaidel

He added, “The busines of refinery lias
chamged tremendously acros the world.

President Drlirfaan AN speaks at the
diosing pdemary of the Glzbal Bio dwversity
Alliznce Summit im Gewrgetown yesterday.
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You haee o be very elfficient in what you
di. You have 1o have the technology to bhack
the type of infrstruciire that you hive. We
b geen ardgund the waedd many relineries
are it of operation now. 50, 18 1o under-
slaisd the ecosybem, understand wiiit it i
ol aboe ™

The Petratrin refinery was cosed In Mo-
sermber 2008 by the previous idministniton.

Prime Minister Kamin Persod-Dissessar
hins established a committes: choired by for-
mer energy minister Kevin Ramnarne (o
comdhiet o beasihility study nto whether the
refmery can be reopened.

CTO appoints T&T national as
deputy director, sustainable tourism

T&T niational Morends Rarmgulom has been
appainted by the Coribbean Towrdsm Or-
pamisstion (CTO as its mew deguty dinector,
simiEnbiadle Luinsn.

This tewly-crealed position underscores
the CTs commitment o prioridising sos-
tarerhle o regenerative pourism devedop-
mven across the reglon, a siadement by the
CT sald.

it added that Ramgulas, whi nilially
joimed the CTO s vear a8 a Sustainable
Tousrism consultant, bas gquickly proven his
imvilluahle contributions o the organisi-
tion's vighon for o more resifient and inci-
sive ferism secton

His farmd approval by the CTO Board of
Dirvctors marks a gignilicant step forward
in advancing the CTO% ambitious Reima-
gine Plan.

*ie are pleased to weloonse Morerdra o
this new badership role,” stated CT0 wecre-
tary-general Dona Regis-Prosper.

“Mis contributions oser the post yer have
besEn mEthmental, and we are confident
that hin expertise, innovation, and desp
passinn for sustnbability will continoe fo
elevate our work dcross the fegion

In his nesw capacity, Ramfalar will be at
the lorelront of atrategic development acd
implementaion o initiatives focuoed on
promoting and enlancing sustamable and
regenerative iourism in CTO membser coun-
Lries.

Naremdra Ramgulam, new deputy director of
sustainahle bourism ot the Caribbesn Towrism
Organization

Tlee CTO said that his extengive portfobo
will tnclude cralting regional strategies and
policies, holstering skakeholder capadity,
highGghiting siocessiul case stuclies amld best
practices, and diligently momitoring e of-
fectiveness of sustainahility programmes.

It noted that Ramjgulam brings a wealth
ol experience and academic rfgour o this
crucial role.

& prolilie ressarcher, be boasts 13 publi-
cations in peer-reviesed jolrnals and book
chaprers.

Prior o his wock with the CTO, he serned
as director of tourism produet develnprment
and destination manmagement i the Tobago
Tourisem Agesncy Lid.

During his tenare there, his effors g
mered predigious sustainahility awands and
wignificantly enhanced the agency’™s rep-
utation lor safety during the challenging
COVID-1% pandismic.

He also held posithons as a postgracioate
conrdinator and kechurer at the Uidversity ol
the West Indies, St Auguastine Compus.

Ramgidam i st o offically asiome his
e luibiied im mndc-Sunmost el sl e based
at the CTO headguarters in Barbacos.

The CTO, headquartered in Barbados, i
thi lemhing tourism development ageney
lor the Caribbean. Comprising member
couniries and erritocies ftom Dulch, Eng-
lish, and French-speaking regions, alomg-
abile o diverse moge of private seclor allied
memiers, the CT0's overarching vision ks o
position the Caribdean b5 the mosl desica-
lale, year-round, warm-weather destination.

lis care purpase i@ Y Leading Simeainable
Touirism—0One Sea, One Volee, One Carib-
ean,” providing specialided aipport aned
iechnical assistance in aress such as sus-
laimathle wourism development, marketing,
communicationg, advocacy, hwman re-
source development, event planning and
eaetirton, and ressarch and dormaation
lechiiagy.
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Moonilal
advocates for
wind energy

Enengy Miniter Dre Roodal Mookl
has identifed wind as a key resoirce
for utifity-scale power develojpment n
T&T.

The einiser highlighted the -
portance of wind energy while he
deliversd the keyvnore address ae the
Validation Workshop for the Euro-
pean Uniomn Fur!dr:l:r Mativaal Wind
Energy Action Man (WEAP), hosted a1
the bead affice of the Natonnl Energy
Corporation of TAT Lid (National En-
ergy) in Coaiva.

He noted the progreds of the On-
shore Wind Resource Asdessment
Programme (WA, which will be
ekpandid with the deployment of two
acelitionn] wind mesunsment devioes
covering the Log ErosfSamta Flora and
Tocu/Manzanilka areas by the end of
this wesk.

The Energy Minister ansounced tha
wind enesgy progress will not be lbn-
ited fo thie completion of the obore
WHAP as he lias directed that edfshore
wind will be prirsued concisrrenth.

*The ministry, 48 chair of the Wind
Enérgy Sleering Commitlee of T&T,
will bie issuing & reguest for proposals
1o condoct an olfshore wind resouree
asewiment programme for T&T. La-
dliies i geaitlemaen, [& B my iisention
1o B Bankable dais paidlable for in-
vestars by 2026, identifying the besa
dited both for anshore and olfalsere
wllr]r] deployment,” Mindster Monilal
anicl

Avcording to a releass from Lhe
workshop led by the Ministry of En-
ey and Energy Indissicies, the event
dowght to progoess through presenta-
thons and disaesions, the action plan
for the Mational Wind Energy Devel-
apment which builds upon he wind
strategy, “Seiing the Path for Wind
Energy Generation in TE&T Report™, o
deskiop siudy finded by the Delega-
tion ol the European Union.

“As the executing agency for Lhe
Wind Hesource Assessment Pro-

mme, Matboikil Energy rémaing
1k cormumitted 1o our Mindsicy, bo our
partners, and o ithe people af TET.
We e Lo ensire thot our
energy transition remaing focused,
ambitiouge, and alsve all achievable™
president of Matiomal Energy, Dr Vir-
non Paltoo, @ited



