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Proman: TT has potential to

RISHARD KHAN

be methanol bunkering hub

PROMAN, one of the world's
largest methanol producers,
on August 16 said there is po-
tential for TT to be a methanol
bunkering hub.

Speaking with reporters after
a tour of the company’s plants
and the methanol-powered
ship Stena Prosperous in Point
Lisas, the Swiss company’s glob-
al shipping director, Matthias
Classen said the country’s stra-
tegic location works in favour of
the hub.

The Stena Prosperous refu-
elled in Point Lisas on August
16 and the vessels sister Stena
Pro Patria is expected to do the
same in the coming days.

“You have the Gulf of Paria,
which... usually really has good
weather and a smooth sea,
which you need for bunkering
operations. And its right on
the main trade line. 5o in be-
tween South America and the
US, which is a major trade line.
Also, ships going from South
America to Asia, they're liter-
ally passing Trinidad So the
deviation to go east of Trinidad
or west of Trinidad is minor. It's
not even really deviation. So it’s
a very attractive location.”

Director of marketing and lo-
gistics Hanna Sukhu-Maharaj
added: "And of course, we're
within three or four days away
from the Panama Canal which
is probably the most utilised ca-
nal globally™

“50 when you think about
where we're positioned, it’s real-

Joumnalists tour the Stena Prosperous's engine room at the Foint Lisas
port on August 16. PHOTO COURTESY PROMAN

ly ideal for our country”

An August 16 news release
said, methanol is widely avail-
able at over 120 ports globally,
including Point Lisas. It said the

local port is being used regularly
te refuel ships having supplied
12,500 (MT) metric tonnes of
its locally-made methanol so
far for 2024 with 2,100 MT in

August alone.

Citing data from DNV, a
classification society and rec-
ognised advisor for the mari-
time industry, Proman said 300
methanol-fuelled  vessels  are
expected on the water by 2027
(not including bunker barges or
retrofits) and over 70 have been
ordered so far in 2024 alone.

Managing director of oper-
ations Aleeya Ali said this also
underscored the scope of the
available market.

“The huge increase in orders
for methanol-fuelled ships, and
our regular refuelling here in
Trinidad, shows the viability of
methanol as a marine fuel and
the potential of Point Lisas and
Trinidad as a bunkering hub.
We are proud to not only export
Trinidad-produced methanol,
which supports jobs, the local
economy and our communities,
but to also put Trinidad on the
map as a hub for cleaner, alter-
native marine fuels.”

Apart from ils potential to
bring Trinidad into the spot-
light, Proman said when used as
a maritime fuel, methanol can
see reductions in greenhouse

gases spewed into the environ-
ment

“When used as a marine fuel,
all forms of methanol virtual-
ly eliminate particulate matter
and sulphur oxides and cut ni-
trogen oxides by up to 80 per
cent during combustion, com-
pared with petroleum-based
fuels.”

Journalists weren't allowed to
quote officials during the tour

and, according to Proman, were
barred by the Port Authority
from carrying recording devie-
es into the docked vessel but
while on the Stena Prosperous,
the immaculately clean engine
room was highlighted as evi-
dence of the reduced emissions
of methanol fuel.

To further highlight this
point, Proman said the wvessel
departed Singapore in May,
and stopped in Indonesia, Bra-
zil and the US before arriving
in Trinidad. But using metha-
nol, carbon dioxide emissions
were 31 per cent less than what
would have been created for the
voyage had it used traditional
very low sulpher fuel oil.

The 49,400 dead weight
tonnes Stena Prosperous is one
of six methanol-fuelled tankers
commissioned by Proman and
Stena Bulk in 2019 and deliv-
ered between 2022 and January,
2024. It has 18 cargo tanks and
consumes 40 to 60 MT per day.

Proman is one of the world’s
largest methanol producers.
It has the capacity to produce
4 million MT of methanol an-
nually. Of its 17 petrochemical
plants globally, 14 are located in
Trinidad. It employs over 2,000
employees with the majority (at
least 1,100) in Trinidad.

The company said it has con-
tributed USS$11 billion to TT’
economy, USS8.4 million in
corporate social responsibility
mmvestments in  communities
between 2014 and 2023 and
U555.1 billion in capital invest-
ments.

Sea Lots channel, turning basin restored after 15 years

RESTORATION works on the
Sea Lots channel and turning
basin have been completed, re-
turning the areas 1o its original
depth after 15 years.

The project, commissioned by
the Ministry of Energy and En-
ergy Industries and carried out
by the National Energy Corpo-
ration of TT Ltd (National En-
ergy) on behalf of the National
Petroleum Marketing Compa-
ny Lid (NP), involved dredging
from December 2023 1o July
2024,

A news release on August 17
said the work adhered to in-
ternational best practices and
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stringent HSSE procedures, with
zero lost-time incidents.
National Energys president,

Dr Vernon Paltoo, expressed
satisfaction with the restoration,
saying, "Our proven expertise in

dredging operations from com-
pleting similar projects at our
ports in Point Lisas, Galeota,
and La Brea allowed us to com-
plete this project efficiently and
within budget.”

Derek Luk Pat, NP's chief ex-
ecutive officer, also expressed
satisfaction with “the safe and
successful completion of the
dredging project”

He announced that plans are
underway to increase the port’s
capacity to accommodate larg-
er vessels, which is expected to
positively impact the economy
through enhanced trade and
revenue generation.
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FORECAST: Genemally sunmy condiions
decpita few solated aftermoon showers.
Might will be mostly fir.

SEAS: Shight

WAVES: In open waters: Uip o 1.3m

In sheliered amrsas: {.5m

Heat Index: 39 C*
Max temp: 34 C*
Min temp: 26 C*

Sunrise: 5 56 am
Sunset 622 pm

2-Hour Rainfall
Piarco: MIL
Crown Podnt: MNIL

Tides:

Porl of Spain:

High: 2 26 am, 346 pm
Low: 9.08 am, 9.02 pm

Scarborouwghs
High: 2 02 am, 306 pm
Low: 851 am, 8.35 pm




